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The Metropolis Social Determinants of Health Conference is being held on the unceded 
and ancestral territory of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations, and has been stewarded by them since time 
immemorial.

We would also like to acknowledge that the lands in which our panelists live, work, and 
play on is on the traditional territories of many nations including Leckegen people, 
Songhees Esquimalt and wsanec people who represent the traditional lands and place of 
the University of Victoria and South Vancouver Island, as well as the Mississaugas of the 
Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and 
is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.
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Ibukun Abejirinde
A paradigm shift in newcomer and refugee health- who is the 

expert in the room? 

● Need to shift from a deficit-

oriented language to one of 

shared expertise

● Transformative knowledge 

networks growing within informal 

spaces

● Newcomers and Refugees as 

nodes of transformation in the 

settlement sector



Jessica Kwik
Centering people with lived experience in defining regional 

strategies for access to health: a journey in progress 

● Incremental improvements to 

engagement 

● Amplifying personal insights 

into strategies

● Learning and educating 

across sectors



Nancy Clark
A gendered perspective on engaging people with lived experience: 

Lessons from working with Syrian Refugee men 

● Gender-Based Analysis for 

thinking about exclusion and 

marginalization

● Navigating relationships and 

partnerships across sectors

● Creating spaces for inclusion on 

multiple levels for knowledge 

generation



● Collaboration and co-creation 

can be iterative and non-linear 

● The value of a strengths-based 

approach 

● Going from patient to partner to 

colleague

Scan for the 

comics! 

Kyla Lee
Co-creation and Knowledge dissemination through comics: Working 

with Community Peer Researchers to tell two stories on Virtual Health 



● My experience as a newcomer with 

virtual care

● Precarious status shouldn’t mean 

precarious health 

● Imagine healthcare                         

without exclusions

Jesus “Tony” Villarreal Herrera
Nothing for us without us: A viewpoint on empowering through 

engagement 



Thank You!

Questions?

Stay Connected With Us!

Subscribe to the Beyond Technology, 

Beyond Healthcare Newsletter

A gateway for collaboration, knowledge exchange, and 

innovative discussions on integrated and equitable support 

systems for newcomers and refugees to Canada.
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